EPA-R5-2019-001939_ED_002585_00021717

Message

From: Kaiser, Steven [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=10BF2440EDD749D2845015C7AB59FF4B-SKAISEQ?]
Sent: 10/6/2016 7:43:26 PM

To: Carla Morgan [cmorgan@eastchicago.com]; McCoy, Lisa [LMcCoy@idem.IN.gov]; dsnemis@idem.in.gov
CC: Toney, Marcy [toney.marcy@epa.gov]; Kyte, Larry [kyte.larry@epa.gov]
Subject: USS Lead - Press

East Chicago press clips
US EPA Region 5 — prepared by the Office of Public Affairs October 6, 2016

Lakeshore Public Media — More Than 200 East Chicago Homes Contain High Levels Of Lead, Arsenic East
Chicago Residents Search For Answers About Their Health

NBC 5 Chicago - East Chicago Residents Worry Over Finding New Homes After Lead Poisoning

hitn:/ fiskeshorepubliomedia.orsfeast-chicago-residents-search-for-answers-abhout-their-health

East Chicago Residents Search For Answers About Their Health

Share Tweet Email

By: Sarah Fentem

it's a Thursday, not a Sunday, but the First Baptist Church in East Chicago is open for business. The president of
the state’s NAACP is hauling in large cardboard boxes of nectarines. The fruit is placed beside milk crates full of
cucumbers and apples. The effect is similar to a booth at a farmer’s market, except the produce doesn’t have
prices on it. It's here for the taking.

The spread is part of a community effort organized by the NAACP. The vitamins found in fresh produce protect
people from some of the harmful health effects of lead.

Douglas Sloss is First Baptist Church’s pastor. He points through the church’s window at the West Calumet
Housing Complex, about a hundred yards away. Many West Calumet residents are members of the church,
which has been in the community for more than 100 years.

The complex is also where about a third of the affected people in the Environmental Protection Agency’s
Superfund clean-up site live. In a few months, the homes in this area are scheduled to be bulldozed.

And Sloss says housing is only one source of stress and fear.

“A lot of people that used to live there are now coming back and saying ‘I've had those symptom for years,
and | don’t know if it can medically be proven,”” he says. “But they believe it’s because ‘hey | lived there for 20
years and that’s why I’'m now dealing with those health issues.””

The worried people at First Baptist have a point according to Purdue professor Ellen Wells, who specializes in
lead exposure’s effects on health, the exact health problems associated with lead are hard to pin down.

“In any individual, it’s almost impossible to make that connection, because all these conditions have many
underlying factors too,” says Wells.

For example, lead is correlated with cardiac problems, but in these cases, there are other socioeconomic
factors present in East Chicago — such as poverty and lack of access to healthy food — playing similar
detrimental roles.
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Lead contamination is the most serious in young children. Because they’re still growing, lead is more easily
absorbed into their bodies which can delay neurological functions and cause learning and behavioral
problems.

“When a child is exposed to lead, it can affect the way the whole structure is set up,” says Wells. “As opposed
to in an adult, where it affects the functioning of the already-established nervous system.”

On the back stoop of one of the houses, a small group is sitting outside, shooting the breeze next to an
overturned pink-and-yellow tricycle.

“Kids just jump on it. It's just sitting here,” says East Chicago resident Sherry Hunter, who's wearing a
“Calumet Lives Matter” shirt.

“We've been playing in lead contaminated soil for 50 years,” pipes up her friend, Mary lrizarry, who lives
nearby.

She says she doesn’t see the use in getting her blood tested.

“I’ve been out here 52 years,” she says. “You've been contaminating me. Do | have lead? Probably.”

Other people, like Hunter, can recite their results like they recite their birthdays, she tested a 3.3. It’s become
a common habit here: A person introduces herself, and immediately follows up with which Superfund zone
she lives in and what her test result was.

Numbers from the Indiana State Department of Health received through a public records request indicate that
between 2005 and 2015, one of every nine East Chicago children tested had an elevated lead level. In the
West Calumet complex’s census tract, that number is closer to one in five.

Lead testing is traditionally the purview of local health departments, but since July, the state health
department has been assisting East Chicago with mobile testing.

if an elevated level is found in a child under seven years old, the city is required to follow up with case
management, which includes a nutritional assessment and contacting a child’s doctor.

But for people older than six, treatment is then left to the patient once they get tested.

“They put it in a machine, then you ‘whrrr’,” Hunter says, mimicking a centrifuge. “And then when it comes
out, it tells you what your level is, and then they give you this little printout.”

She pauses. “[Then, it’s] ‘Bye, next person.””

East Chicago city attorney Carla Morgan says the city’s blood lead testing and treatment efforts have been in
disarray since 2011, when the grant money that funded outreach efforts ran out. In a perfect world, every
child would be tested, but Morgan says it’s unlikely that happened.

Also, the city doesn’t test its own blood — it’s sent to the state health department, which then notifies local
officials when it finds elevated levels. But for at least three years leading up to July, Morgan says those results
weren’t delivered.

State Health Department spokeswoman Jeni O’Malley says her department made repeated attempts to
deliver the results but eventually needed to find the affected families themselves.

Multiple attempts to contact the East Chicago Health Department for comment on this story were
unsuccessful.

Public health officials are trying to make up any lost ground. In July, East Chicago received lead testing results
from 2014 and 2015 from the ATSDR, a branch of the CDC, and is working on contacting families with children
with elevated levels.

And the ISDH is pouring $100,000 into hiring a public nurse and educator and to help identify children who
may need case management.

O’Malley says since July, the ISDH has analyzed 848 tests from people living in the West Calumet area. Of
those, 12 individuals have elevated blood lead levels, and 10 of the 12 are younger than seven-years-old.
ho:/Swww nbechicago.com/news/flocal/east-chicago-calumet-housing-lead-39609364 L htm!
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Mulch has been spread over most of the ground in the West Calumet Housing Complex, in an effort to
cover the soil that has been contaminated with lead

By Reging Waldrou

With just a few weeks to find a new place to live, some residents of a contaminated housing complex in
indiana are worried they’ll be homeless.

Residents of East Chicago, say they and their children are sick because of lead poisoning. Their attorneys say
they are questioning when the city of East Chicago and even the EPA knew about the contamination, and what
they plan to do about it.

“I'had no plans on moving to be honest,” said Katricia Williams, who has called West Calumet Public Houseing
Complex her home for five years. “it’s not our fault people want to treat us like we’re a slum or we are
nothing.”

Williams was among hundreds of families no looking for a new place to live—but she recently found a 3
bedroom house in Chicago and says she hopes the same for her neighbors.

“I'm terrified actually. I've been losing sleep over it,” said Shantel Allen, who lives with her hushand and their
five children in the complex, which her attorneys say is the epicenter of lead contamination.

The city is helping with the relocation process and moving expenses, but some say things are not running
smoothly.

“They told me they would reimburse me cause | didn’t ask to move,” said Lisa Wash.

Mulch has been spread over most of the ground in the complex, in an effort to cover the soil that has been
contaminated with lead, and to keep residents from breathing it in.

“II'm] just wondering if my children will struggle in school, you know, with attention deficit disorder and
things like that, just hoping nothing like that develops,” she added.

Tikia King’s windows in the complex have been closed ever since environmental remediation teams dug up her
lawn.

“1 didn't realize how intense the situation was. Nobody explained it,” she said. Now she worries that her son
Andrew, who spends much of his time in a wheelchair, was somehow affected by the lead in the soil around
her home.

“You wake up every morning not knowing what to do, where you’re gonna go,” she said. “Can | get a house
that is wheelchair accessible? Can | keep the same doctors? Speech therapists?”

Attorneys for 85 children impacted by the contamination are investigating the source, as well as exactly when
authorities knew about this problem.

“When East Chicago says it had no knowledge of the contamination, the documents prove otherwise,” said
Allen’s attorney Barry Rooth.

But at an open house for residents impacted by the lead on Tuesday, the city's attorney said officials didn't
know the extent of the contamination until May of this year.

“That's the first time he was provided data that showed that the levels in West Calumet Park exceeded what is
an acceptable level for residential, what’s an acceptable level for basically any place where people or children
are going to be,” said Carla Morgan, an attorney for the city.

Allen said her family has been offered Section 8 vouchers to move out of the area, but the amount isn’t
enough to find a place nearby.
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Sincerely,

Steven P. Kaiser

Office of Regional Counsel

United States Environmental Protection Agency
77 West Jackson Boulevard

Chicago, lllinois 60604

(312) 353-3804



